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(d) Authorization of appropriations. 
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(a) Pinniped removal authority. 
(b) Application. 
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(e) Limitation. 
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(g) Regionwide pinniped-fishery inter-

action study. 
(h) Gulf of Maine Task Force. 
(i) Requirements applicable to task 

forces. 
(j) Gulf of Maine harbor porpoise. 

SUBCHAPTER III—MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION 

1401. Establishment. 
(a) Designation. 
(b) Membership and term of office. 
(c) Chairman. 
(d) Compensation; reimbursement for 

travel expenses. 
(e) Executive Director. 

1402. Duties of Commission. 
(a) Reports and recommendations. 
(b) Consultation with Secretary; reports 

to Secretary before publication. 
(c) Availability of reports for public in-

spection. 
(d) Recommendations; explanation for 

nonadoption. 
1403. Committee of Scientific Advisors on Marine 

Mammals. 
(a) Establishment; membership. 
(b) Compensation; reimbursement for 

travel expenses. 
(c) Consultation with Commission on 

studies and recommendations; ex-
planation for nonadoption. 

1404. Omitted. 
1405. Coordination with other Federal agencies. 
1406. Administration. 
1407. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

1411. Findings and policy. 
(a) Findings. 
(b) Policy. 

1412. International Dolphin Conservation Program. 
1413. Regulatory authority of Secretary. 

(a) Regulations. 
(b) Consultation. 
(c) Emergency regulations. 

1414. Repealed. 
1414a. Research. 

(a) Required research. 
(b) Other research. 
(c) Authorization of appropriations. 

1415. Reports by Secretary. 
1416. Permits. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Permit sanctions. 

1417. Prohibitions. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Penalties. 
(c) Civil forfeitures. 

1418. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER V—MARINE MAMMAL HEALTH AND 
STRANDING RESPONSE 

1421. Establishment of Program. 
(a) Establishment. 
(b) Purposes. 

1421a. Determination; data collection and dissemi-
nation. 

Sec. 

(a) Determination for release. 
(b) Collection. 
(c) Availability. 

1421b. Stranding response agreements. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Required provision. 
(c) Review. 

1421c. Unusual mortality event response. 
(a) Response. 
(b) Contingency plan. 
(c) Onsite coordinators. 

1421d. Unusual mortality event activity funding. 
(a) Establishment of Fund. 
(b) Uses. 
(c) Deposits into Fund. 
(d) Acceptance of donations. 

1421e. Liability. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Limitation. 

1421f. National Marine Mammal Tissue Bank and 
tissue analysis. 

(a) Tissue Bank. 
(b) Tissue analysis. 
(c) Data base. 
(d) Access. 

1421f–1. John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue As-
sistance Grant Program. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Application. 
(c) Consultation. 
(d) Limitation. 
(e) Matching requirement. 
(f) Administrative expenses. 
(g) Definitions. 
(h) Authorization of appropriations. 

1421g. Authorization of appropriations. 
1421h. Definitions. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 1375a, 1543, 1881, 
1881a, 1881b, 2407, 2408, 3125, 6406 of this title; title 10 
section 7524. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

§ 1361. Congressional findings and declaration of 
policy 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) certain species and population stocks of 

marine mammals are, or may be, in danger of 
extinction or depletion as a result of man’s ac-
tivities; 

(2) such species and population stocks should 
not be permitted to diminish beyond the point 
at which they cease to be a significant func-
tioning element in the ecosystem of which 
they are a part, and, consistent with this 
major objective, they should not be permitted 
to diminish below their optimum sustainable 
population. Further measures should be imme-
diately taken to replenish any species or popu-
lation stock which has already diminished 
below that population. In particular, efforts 
should be made to protect essential habitats, 
including the rookeries, mating grounds, and 
areas of similar significance for each species 
of marine mammal from the adverse effect of 
man’s actions; 

(3) there is inadequate knowledge of the 
ecology and population dynamics of such ma-
rine mammals and of the factors which bear 
upon their ability to reproduce themselves 
successfully; 

(4) negotiations should be undertaken imme-
diately to encourage the development of inter-
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